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	Garratt Business Park BID Ltd

www.garrattbusinesspark.co.uk
Unit 33 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre

Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA


 15th January 2015
Dear Sirs

Re: planning application no: 14/3461 - Wimbledon Stadium Plough Lane 

I am writing on behalf of Garratt Business Park which is an area of industrial units including artist and film studios. We are a business improvement district and are adjacent to the development in Riverside Road and I believe the nearest buildings to the development.
Sadly we are in the borough of Wandsworth and many of the units have not been notified of this application despite an assurance that letters were delivered. The timing of the application and the lack of adequate notification in December has reduced the time for the unit holders to review all the documents and submit any objections when this application was bought to their attention. 

While we acknowledge that the correct development of the site would be good for the area we strongly object to the current proposal due to the impact it will have on our businesses. In our opinion inadequate provision has been made regarding vehicular access, public transport, parking and the increase in risk of local flooding.
Access to the estate was severely affected when traffic started parking regularly in Summerstown approximately 2 years ago. The effect of approximately 5 or 6 cars parking legally in Summerstown severely hampered access to our industrial estate and caused tailbacks into plough lane. This also hampered ambulances trying to access St George's Hospital and I personally witnessed on more than one occasion ambulances trapped and unable to make their way through the traffic for several minutes. We made representations to Wandsworth Council and fortunately after a study and consultation they agreed parking control was needed and double yellow lines were installed. Having seen the problems a minor change to the flow of traffic caused I dread to think what a major influx of traffic and pedestrians travelling to and from a football stadium and 600 residential units have on the roads and public transport locally. I also believe the traffic study for this planning application was carried out during school holidays when the traffic in London is significantly lower than normal and does not represent an accurate assessment.

We also have serious concerns on the effect this development will have on the risk of flooding on our estate. Many of the businesses have had increased premiums after some of them were flooded a couple of years ago and we do not believe sufficient provision has been made to ensure the risk of flooding is not increased. The stadium application is in a high risk flood zone.

As the roads on Garratt Business Park are private and not adopted we have no power to control unauthorised parking on the estate. The existing infrastructure is barely able to cope with the traffic and parking associated with the businesses on the estate, we also have automated gates that are locked during evenings and weekends outside of normal business hours and we have experienced these being damaged by people parking inside the estate during working hours only to return later and find their vehicles have been locked inside. We cannot see how the amount of people travelling to the site won’t increase this problem significantly. It is also my understanding that staff from St Georges hospital currently park in the stadium car park and the displacement of these vehicles will use any spare parking in the vicinity.

Looking at the plans it appears there are proposed entrances into Riverside Road. Traffic and pedestrians leaving the development will be mixing with heavy Lorries and commercial vehicles at great and unnecessary risk to all. If this development is granted access into Riverside road then we feel that Riverside road between the junction of St Martin’s way and Summerstown should be closed with an emergency fire access barrier to keep the two areas segregated.

We are aware that this is an important site but there are over 60 businesses operating within the adjacent industrial estate and they provide employment for several hundred people. Please take seriously their concerns for the effects that the current proposal would have on their livelihoods.

Yours Sincerely

D. A Guyan 

Chairman - Garratt Business Park Bid Ltd 

