Attention Melanie Watson

Wandsworth Council
Technical Services Department

The Town Hall

Wandsworth High Street

London

SW18 2PU

16th August 2005

Dear Ms Watson

Reference: Planning Application no: 2005/3213 

I am writing to you regarding the above planning application. Firstly I am the owner of units 19 & 32 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre but I am also an active committee member and director of Garratt Business Park Management Ltd which is a company formed to maintain and improve the area for the owners and tenants on the following industrial sites.
Elms Estate, Falcon Court, Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Swan Industrial Estate, Riverside Yard & Lyndon Yard.

Collectively there are over 100 units on these estates, many of who will be writing to you on their own behalf but many rely on the committee to represent their interests. 

If you wish to check the validity of the committee’s roll we have had numerous meetings with various departments of Wandsworth Council to discuss various issues affecting the estate. You will find if you do these points have been raised on numerous occasions in the past and are not just as a result of the planning application. The key personnel we have been liaising with are, John Stone, Judith Roscoe, Bob Langridge, David Kennett and Councillor Graham herself.
The specific problems that this additional planning consent would compound are as follows.

· Access on and off the estate at the Riverside Road/ Summerstown Junction. This exit is dangerous at the best of times due to the poor line of site caused by the advertising hoarding at this junction (as highlighted in the Atkins report) located in the stadium car park.

· Excessive traffic in Plough Lane currently creates long queues back to the estate entrance in Summerstown. We have already voiced our concerns to Merton Council, as we can only imagine this will get significantly worse when the development of the Wimbledon Football Stadium site begins. 

· Waste from the Sunday market and other activities in the car park can be found blowing around in Riverside road after every occasion, adding to the problems we currently have difficulty containing. The stadium’s staff do not clear rubbish from the surrounding areas, only their own car park. The rubbish that accumulates then encourages fly tipping on our estate. 
· Visitors to the boot sale will also, I am sure, attempt to park on the estate adding to the congestion on the estate roads themselves. We had a committee meeting on the 12th August which was attended by Ben Hawkins from Sweltrac. He has been asked to report on the transport problems in and around the estate by John Stone, on behalf of Wandsworth Council. The main section of Riverside road is owned by EDF Energy. They have no immediate interest in the everyday problems the businesses suffer on the estate. There are no parking controls on this main access road, no maintenance and at times it is a very dangerous road due to the vast number of large Lorries using this road. We are currently making representation on behalf of the estate to Paul Cuttill who is the CEO of EDF Energy. This is after many months of negotiations with their property managers, who promised to assist us in solving these matters, have lead us nowhere. Judith Roscoe did write on behalf of the estate to the property managers to assist our case but unfortunately that also did not help. I have enclosed a copy of our latest letter to EDF Energy with this letter for your reference.
Before making a final decision on this matter I would ask if a member or members of the planning committee would visit the estate, preferably on a Sunday morning when the market is taking place. Also early on a Monday morning to see the rubbish in Riverside Road after the car park is cleaned. While I am not suggesting the Wednesday boot sale would attract the same level of interest as the Sunday market, the severity of the problem on a Sunday/Monday will help you to appreciate the frustration the businesses are already subjected too by this form of activity. This is in addition to all the other problems we are trying hard to resolve.

I am also aware that Wandsworth Council are committed to improving the estate environment and I cannot see that this application will in anyway enhance their long term plans and our exhaustive efforts.

I trust you will be sympathetic to our views even though we are aware that boot sales on a Wednesday are already being held. I do hope this is not merely a PR excise for a decision that has already been made in favour of the events continuing.

Yours sincerely

David Guyan 

Managing Director 

