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December 20, 2002
The Town Hall

Wandsworth High Street

London SW18 2PU

Dear John

Reference: Atkins Report & Wimbledon Stadium Business Park 

After our meeting yesterday the Riverside Road Management Committee discussed at length the proposals of the Atkins report. Whilst there were many things that would vastly improve conditions on the estate there were four main points that we feel require immediate attention. They are listed below and I think you will agree the first two points are chosen based entirely on safety grounds. We also felt as the areas concerned are adopted roads it would also protect the councils interests as I am sure ignoring these problems will eventually result in a serious incident before too long.

The main points with regard to safety are

1. Carriageway markings at the junction where Maskell Road meets St Martins way and where St Martins Way meets Riverside Road. The existing markings have been erased and the committee felt that several reports of near misses make this a high priority.

2. The B235 Summerstown/Riverside Road junction is a very tight corner particularly for lorries turning into Riverside Road. As St Martins Way is often restricted by a large number of parked cars in this area, Riverside Road is frequently used as the main access to the whole estate. If there are insufficient funds to widen this junction at present it was felt that the relocation of the More O’Ferrall advertising board, as detailed in point 2.37 of the “potential solutions” in the Atkins report, would make this junction safer. It is particularly hazardous when a vehicle is leaving Riverside Road as there is only a narrow pavement giving insufficient site lines on the side of the road where the advertising board is placed and therefore the driver has to ease into the traffic to be able to see to the right and as there is a very sharp corner only a hundred or so yards to the left often the driver, trying to improve their view from Riverside Road causes the traffic in Summerstown to brake sharply or swerve as they think the driver is pulling out without looking.

The other two issues the committee felt where relevant are

1. Signs from the main roads such as Plough Lane, Garratt Lane & Summerstown to indicate the location of the estate. This would greatly assist not only the occupiers of the units but the numerous people who find it almost impossible to find the estate.

2. Renewed signs on the estate itself showing the individual units and separating (possibly by colour coding) the different areas within the estate itself. I.e. Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, The Swan Estate, Lyndon Yard & Riverside yard all fall into the Riverside Road & Rosemary Road area making it very confusing for visitors as there are duplications of unit numbers in these areas.

I trust this information assists you in making your decision and I must say the committee feels that if the above points could be addressed from the budget you have in this financial year it would encourage the occupiers of the estate to dig deeper into their own pockets to improve the other aspects of the estate that clearly need addressing. As a newly formed company & committee we are being watched very closely and therefore any success in conjunction with the council would not go unnoticed and could only improve relations between yourselves and an important part of the business community within your borough.

Yours sincerely

David Guyan

On Behalf of the Riverside Road Management Committee

CC Mike Brook EDU Wandsworth
