Wandsworth Council
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Telephone: 020 8871 6001

Fax: 020 8871 8181
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Our ref: LAS/27361
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Date:  15 December 2005

Dear Mr Read

Riverside Road, Wimbledon – Garratt Business Park 
I am writing to you with regard to the condition of Riverside Road on the Garrett Business Park.  I am aware that you have already been in correspondence with traders of the Garratt Park Management Ltd and various officers within Wandsworth Borough Council.

As I am sure that you are aware, the Council has been working closely with other stakeholders, and has formed an excellent partnership between ourselves and the business park management committee.  To this end, we have offered support and technical advice and have made some genuine progress in redeveloping the estate.  We have worked together to secure funding and have made improvements to signage, road markings, and lighting.  The businesses are working to erect a barrier that will keep the site more secure and deter fly tippers.  I also understand that National Grid Transco have also been very co-operative in the development of the estate and we are very grateful for this. 

I am sure you are also aware of the problems with the road.  Heavy lorries caused, and continue to cause, a lot of dust and also appear to damage the road.  Riverside Road has become cracked and pitted over time, and is now in need of repair.  There are many 'holes' in the road, and uneven surfaces, resulting in potentially unsafe driving and walking conditions.  In addition the 'holes' in the road prevent it from being easily cleaned.  As a consequence, the dirt and dust caused by the lorries accumulates on the road surface and is re-suspended when vehicles drive over it, causing a dust problem to nearby businesses. 

I have examined the correspondence between yourself and Ms J.Roscoe whereby it looked like National Grid Transco were prepared to handover the freehold license of Riverside Road and therefore its liabilities, to the business park management company.  Unfortunately the subsequent letter to Mr M.Ryan stated that this would not be possible due to National Grid Transco still requiring access to the site for its future redevelopment.  However, having also examined the email from Ms A.Pritchard that states that the freehold could be handed over, whilst preserving full access rights, I am unclear as to the desired reason for it to be retained. 

Furthermore, within the letter to Mr Ryan, you state that the development of the substation extension would bring improvements to the condition of the road.  However, you state that this is not likely to happen for at least another two years.  The letter was dated April 2005, and to date there has been no further information given with regards to the timetable or the extent of the improvements that will be made. 

In the meantime, the condition of the road continues to be inadequate whilst it remains under the responsibility of National Grid Transco.  As I am sure you are aware, private roads such as this fall under the definition of 'workplace' under the Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992.  Employers have a general duty under Section 4 of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health, safety and welfare of people who are not their employees, but use their premises.  This section will apply to the National Grid Transco in terms of their responsibility for the road.  The Health & Safety (Enforcing Authority) Regulations 1998 indicates that Riverside Road will be the responsibility of the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in terms of Health and Safety Enforcement.  The reason for this is because it is owned by National Grid Transco, whose premises are HSE enforced. 
Therefore, poor maintenance of Riverside Road, possibly resulting in injury to a member of the public could mean action being taken against yourselves by the HSE.  Therefore, I believe it would be in your best interests to repair the road to reduce the potential risk of injury that it represents.  I would most pleased if you could again take this matter up with your colleagues at National Grid Transco and ask that they either reconsider their position regarding the ownership of the freehold or submit a timetable for improvements to be made at Riverside Road. 

I hope that you will regard this letter in the constructive manner in which it is meant.  As you will understand, we wish to continue to progress the development of the Garrett Business Park estate and would very much like to continue to do so within the positive dialogue that has been shown between partners to date. 

Yours sincerely

Gerald Jones

Chief Executive and

Director of Administration

Geoff Read


Estates Manager


SecondSite Property


Wade Road


Basingstoke


Hampshire


RG24 8GZ
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