NOTES OF A MEETING 

BETWEEN RIVERSIDE ROAD MANAGEMENT LIMITED (RRML) AND WANDSWORTH BOROUCH WBC (WBC)

ON THURSDAY 20TH MARCH 2003

1. Update on road ownership – Bob Langridge tabled a new plan which he wants to check and circulate in A3 size detailing the ownerships that they have identified on the roadways in the estate.  (The plan was later put in front of the RRML Management Committee and various comments made on attached sheet).  The meeting then discussed the possibility of purchasing the various roads.  Unfortunately the electricity board was not able to attend however, Andy Whittaker has indicated that the National Grid are prepared to treat in principle subject to terms.  It was agreed that a letter would be written to Andy Whittaker by RRML formally expressing interest in purchasing the interest (draft letter attached) and inviting him to attend a meeting with RRML and the WBC to discuss terms.  David Guyan asked the WBC to investigate exactly what ownerships Sapcotes have on the site apart from Riverside Road itself.

2. Signage – It was noted that RRML had accepted The Garrett Business Park as the name of the estate and have decided to change the name of RRML to Garrett Business Park Limited.  The WBC tabled signage plans which they prepared.  RRML agreed that they were very helpful and generally acceptable.  It was noted that the WBC still had some further work to do on these and it was agreed that RRML would make comments separately outside this meeting.  The plans were left for the RRML meeting following the WBC’s meeting and would be returned at the same time that plan for road ownership was returned. 

It was noted that the signage would be illuminated and that RRML have agreed to pay the cost of power for the signage lighting.

The issue was finally discussed and it was made clear that the WBC has secured funding from TfL of £30,000 to pay for the signage work.  During the course of discussion it became clear that more funds are available from TfL, however, the money would be limited to works which are in the WS Atkins Report.  RRML agreed to report to the WBC as to what they would like to see put forward for the next funding.  It was made clear that there is no requirement to match funding for the TfL money and that £40,000 has already been allocated and further funds made available.  RRML stated that road junctions and lighting are key issues.  The WBC agreed to produce a lighting design subject to RRML putting forward a proposal.  

RRML made it clear that they would be prepared to pay for power for any new lighting on the estate.

3. Development Control – RRML asked for planning information to be sent to David Guyan on any planning application that was made in the area.  The WBC pointed out that the easiest way to do this is via the website.  RRML undertook to investigate the website.

There is an application from a bus company for 1 Elms St Martin Way.  This was discussed at some length and RRML made it clear that they are against a bus company operation from the area because of the increased traffic in the already clogged roads.

4. Road access – The difficulties in accessing the estate through the current roads were discussed at some length.  It was noted that the junction at Riverside Road prevents vehicles turning into the estate particularly with illegal parking.  The WBC pointed out that they only own the very short stretch of this road.  There was further discussion on the possibility of purchasing the National Grid’s interest in the road and using a funding contribution from National Grid to the improvement of the road in a matched funding bid to the LDA to ensure that the road comes up to Adoptable standard.  Once the road was at this standard the WBC indicated that they would be prepared to consider adopting the road but did caution that this can sometimes be a time consuming process.  All were agreed that this was a good way forward.

St Martins Way was discussed and it was pointed out that the change in parking regulations in Maskell Road to “residents only” now means that there are always numerous empty parking bays during the day whilst St Martins Way is clogged with cars and that generally it was impossible for two large vehicles to pass in the street.  The WBC made it clear that politically it was going to be difficult if not impossible to change this situation.  It was agreed that further discussion is necessary, as additional yellow lines in St Martins Way would only displace car parking back into illegal car parking back into the RRML estate.

5. Road reinstatement – The WBC again offered to deal with any utility providers who do not reinstate the roads properly after digging up the roads.  It was agreed that Judith Roscoe would provide a contact to David Guyan giving contact details of engineers responsible for reinstatement that the utility provides in the first instance.  There was a discussion as to whether or not the contact number for RRML should go on the road signs so any utility providers would know whom to contact for permission to dig.  However, RRML do not yet have a telephone number.

The point was made that when the barrier goes in utility providers will have to contact RRML for access.

6. Rubbish on the Artis frontage – RRML asked the WBC to consider the rubbish pile on the un-adopted area owned by the National Grid.  It was noted that Artis could be pressurised to remove this rubbish however, as their position is that it stops fly tipping there seems to be little that can be done until such time as the National Grid/ownership issue is discussed further.

7. RRML funding – David Guyan asked whether or not it would be possible to have some funding from Wandsworth.  Councillor Graham pointed out that they had already introduced Soloman who are giving considerable assistance and were agents for the collection of the TFL money and would also be a conduit for further LDA funding.  

RRML acknowledged the terrific contribution that had been made by Wandsworth and they very much hoped that this level of assistance would continue in the future.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on 3rd July at 10:00am.

