MiL SRB "Investing in Manufacturing in the Wandle Valley"

Brief Minutes of Initial Meeting of Riverside Road Estate Group

Held at Malcolm Ryan Studios, Riverside Road on 18th September 2002
Attendees:


22 companies; 2 Council Officers; 1 Councillor; I SRB worker - see appendix

Apologies:

18 companies - see appendix

[19 other companies had not responded to the invitation]

1. Introduction:

Ian Andrews (Soloman) thanked Malcolm Ryan for allowing use of his facilities, and the assembled company representatives, council officers and Cllr Angela Graham for taking time from busy schedules to attend.

He explained that a window of opportunity existed to tackle some of the problems on the estate, since there was £40,000 available from the MiL SRB fund and Cllr Graham had been working to ensure the possibility of further support via Wandsworth Council.

To obtain this support it would be necessary for the companies on the estate to form a working committee that had the support of the majority of the companies on the estate, 

and to match fund (50:50) the support.

To that end this meeting had been called to

· prioritise the problems

· discus the practical solutions

· and form a working party, if appropriate

The problems were then discussed in open meeting:

2. Dust

Ian Andrews explained that the company that created the dust (Cappagh) had not been invited to this meeting since it was expected that they could be approached with a unified voice once this discussion had been held.

Many of the assembled companies reported significant detrimental effects to their businesses due to the dust.

It was stated that previous promises by Cappagh to reduce the dust by covering their lorries had not been complied with for long.

Some companies expressed the view that Cappagh's operations were inappropriate to the estate and that they had started operations via the backdoor whilst London Electric were carrying out works on their site.

It was agreed that an appropriate course of action would be to:

· establish, with the Council, the enforcable requirements on Cappagh's operation (Planning and Health & Safety)

· hold a meeting with the estate representatives, the Council and Cappagh to establish a mutually agreeable mode of operation

· establish a hotline to Cappagh and/or the Council to quickly deal with any breaches.

3. Security - Flytipping; burnt out cars; theft; damage and children

All companies reported a significant annual cost to deal with these problems.

Andy Clyro, Assistant Director of Technical Services, Wandsworth Council, stated that the Council could remove abandoned cars so long as the owner of the land requested it and there was access from the public highway and he provided the relevant phone number.

It was agreed that a suitable solution would be an out of working hours barrier at the entrance to the estate, possibly manned or supplemented by CCTV.

The owners on Swan Estate reported that they already had plans to fence their car park and this would link with the proposed barrier.

4. Roads and Drains

It was agreed that the main sections of Riverside Road and Rosemary Road needed major upgrading to take the traffic, whilst the road linking them were only in need of cosmetic finishing.  Companies reported significant services running under the road that caused a problem or were at risk.

Andy Clyro explained that the Council were in the process of determining who owned the various sections of road and the meeting recognised that this was a necessary (and difficult) first step and thanked him for his efforts.

It was agreed that, once this had been established, talks should be initiated to determine

· the improvements necessary

· the costs involved (thought to be large)

· and the possibilities of securing support for the work involved

5. Access

Since the introduction of parking restrictions locally, access to the estate via St Martins Way has been inhibited by cars parked on both sides of the road.

It was agreed to approach the Council to determine if this problem could be relieved by yellow lines at appropriate points.

6. Environment

Ian Andrews reported that an environmental study had been carried out and that funds to improve the signage and general appearance of the estate could be made available.  He expected to be able to arrange a meeting to report the survey findings in the near future.

7. Working Group

It was agreed unanimously that a working group should be formed to take these issues forward with a view to forming an estate management company. Companies were asked to look at the covenants on their properties as a prelude to this. Ian Andrews stated that Soloman could supply logistical support.

All present agreed that they could contribute financial support to the group, even after it was pointed out that not all companies on the estate could be expected to agree. It was suggested that contributions could be apportioned according to rateable value.

The working group elected was chosen to represent all parts of the estate - see appendix 


[Subsequent to the meeting, the working group agreed to meet at 3pm on Wednesday 9th October at Malcolm Ryan Studios]


Attendees
(* = Working Group)

Cllr Angela Graham


Wandsworth Council


Andy Clyro



Wandsworth Council


Judith Roscoe



Wandsworth Council


Ian Andrews



Soloman / MiL SRB

* Nigel Holman


Holman & Williams

* Malcolm Ryan


Malcolm Ryan Studios

Tarik Hollier



Palmers

* Keith Stringer


M&S Supplies

Sue Hounding



Bondfort 

* David Guyan



Mr Carpet

David Cooper



Mr Carpet

* Grayham Moon


Nicol & Moon

* Graham Marsden


Alcidon (landlords on Swan)

Chris Whitehouse


Stageplan

* Mahesh Rawal


Essential Sales 

Alan Duplock



Compass Glass

Neil 




Tool Services

Andrew Hewkin


Studio 38

Greg Wilson



Burke & Wills

John Collins



Ludo Press

Stephen Mercer


TUK

F. Jamieson



Ryan Jayberg

James De Wilde


Campbell Marson

Alan Butler



Avrohill

Rodney Artiss



Artiss Haulage

Richard Saunders


Marble Interiors

Apologies: (* = to be asked to join Working Group)

Malcolm Eades


GM Developments

Manzoor Haider


London Freight Forwarders

Rakesh Patel



Ryan Jayberg

Nicholas Moll



Ludo Press

John Jones



J J Jones

Tony Palmer



Palmer Joinery

Ken Russell 



A1 Sealed Units

Darren Oxborough


London Catering Services

Lious Livramento


Livra

Roger Grayling


Milton

Chris Ellis



Concord Lifting Equipment

Graham Sheppard


London Plaster Craft








Capital Fresh

* Bruce Maskold


Maskold

Michael Powell


Catering Paper Services

Miss Rogers



Sloane Antique Co

* Rosario Ribaud


Il Mulino Bakery

* Peter Swartz



Bramfield Garage

