Minutes of meeting with Soloman and the Garratt Business Park Estate Group

Held At Malcolm Ryan Studios, Riverside Road

On 8 December at 2.30 p.m.

Attendees

Representatives of 27 Companies and Alan Thompson (A T) from Soloman. See appendix

Apologies

8 Companies   See appendix

Introduction

AT thanked Malcolm Ryan for his hospitality in providing facilities for the meeting.

He thanked the members for turning out in such high numbers to demonstrate their support for improving the estate.

AT then explained that, given the obvious demonstration of support there is an opportunity through Soloman and the London Development Agency to provide funds for Soloman (AT) to spend several days working on estate issues. The exact number would depend on how many businesses attend two sessions lasting at least one hour to discuss Estate issues and decide on priorities for AT to act upon. Smaller meetings to supplement the main meetings could take place where a Company could not be available on a main meeting day to fulfil the two meeting requirement.

The second main meeting will be held and of January / early Feb 2006.

AT then asked David Guyan (DG) the main estate contact with Soloman to summarise the main issues on the estate before inviting all others to add their views. 

Estate Issues

DG explained that an estate company had been formed and a committee installed to deal with the estate issues over two years ago

He stated that much good work had been carried out recently with support from Soloman, the L D A and Wandsworth Council, including excellent signage on the estate, estate lighting and provision of a barrier to be put into operation soon.

Most estate companies had also contributed a one off payment of £100 per unit occupied to help fund the cost of smaller actions.

There are, however, many major other problems including poor condition of many of the estate roads, in particular Riverside and Rosemary. National Grid the owner of Riverside road had been approached to deal with the issues without success and stronger action should be taken against them, through the Health and Safety Executive.

There are drainage problems in certain areas.

 There are still security issues such as fly tipping, traffic congestion and theft.

Open discussion

AT thanked DG for this summary and the following points were made,

· Too much attention was being paid to Riverside  Rd when Rosemary  Rd is in far worse condition

· Cappagh's vehicles contributed to the roads break-up and congestion problems.

· There is no point doing the roads until the drainage problems are sorted.

· Why are we attacking National Grid and not the other Road owners?

· Access was restricted by parking in St Martins Rd.

· The signage and lighting are a big improvement for visitors and employees.

· Wandsworth Council and the LDA are supportive of the aims of the estate and providing funding for improvements.

· Although the Estate Company had been set up and a working committee formed the was no income steam to pay for ongoing costs, such as insurance on the barrier, energy costs for lighting or undertaking any new projects. Various options were briefly discussed including contribution per unit, classification as small medium or large or linked to rateable value - which had some support.

· Cappagh indicated they are prepared to do more to assist the estate than the daily road clean already carried out.

· There was little point in continuing to complain about Cappagh, they are legally there, unlikely to move therefore we should work with them and accept any reasonable assistance offered by them.

Actions

· Take action against Nat Grid, through the H & S E if necessary.( AT)

· Talk to the other Road owners who had not so far been approached about the issues.(AT)

· Carry out a drain survey in one of the worst areas of the estate (Cappagh offered to organise and fund)

· Explore the options to raising funds on an ongoing basis.(AT)

· All present to write to National Grid (at the address shown in recent newsletter) complaining about the condition  of and any other problems with Riverside Road)

Next meeting

      To be arranged around the end of January  06.

