
 
 

 
 
     The story of LEWIS ABBOTT LTD 

1945 - 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating 70 years of trading. 
Established in 1945. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Established in the Autumn of 1945 by Louis Cohen and Benny 
Abbott. 

 
 

Originally based in Victoria, London. 
 

But it didn’t start with carpets…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

When Lewis Abbott started trading World War 2 had just finished and 
goods were in short supply. 

 
The business was mainly buying and selling household goods. 

 
They had a small manufacturing unit in Teddington and that’s where 

they made kitchenware including pots, pans and weighing scales! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Less then a year after Lewis Abbott was established, Benny Abbott left 

the firm but the iconic “Abbott” stuck. 

 
 
 
 

It was in the late 1940’s that carpets were introduced and this was 
partly by chance! 

 
 

Lou bought a consignment of Belguim cotton carpet squares after the 
supplier could not afford the import duty, so the cargo was stuck in the 

London docks.  Louis, always with an eye for a bargain, was able to 
snap up the carpet and Lewis Abbott’s introduction into the carpet 

flooring trade began. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
By the 1950’s the company was one of the main importers of carpets 

from Belguim which meant a move to Shoreditch and bigger premises. 
 

 
 
 

 

Extract from 1958/1959 edition of “The Carpet Annual.” 



 
 

Lewis Abbott moved into it’s second generation in January 1965, with 
Paul joining the company at the tender age of 16. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The early sixties were the days of Cyril Lord and the introduction of 
tufted carpeting.  This new method of making carpets quicky and at a 
reasonable price brought flooring to the mass market.  “Carpets you 
can afford by Cyril Lord”.  If you can remember that slogan you are 

showing your age. 
 
 
 

This was a good time to be in flooring, but as we know, this could not 
last forever. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

During the sixties and seventies the economy was on a roller-coaster 
ride. This was the time of devaluation, decimalisation and the three 

day week.  The trade had a lot to contend with! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

In 1983 Lou retired. Although his boistress character will long be 
remembered.  Paul took over as MD. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Maggie Lewis joined Lewis Abbott in the early 1980’s and soon made 
her presence felt.   

 
She absolutely loved the trade and all the people within it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Maggie was heavily involved with the accessory side of the business 
and Lewis Abbott started stocking underlays and metals. 

 
We still hear stories now from reps that she traumatised! 

 
 



 
 

 
 

1985….established 40 years! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Please note that our metals are pretty much the same price they 
were 28 years ago! 

 
May I remind you – we are now in 2015 and still super competitive! 

“Do you need any metals?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

In 1991 we outgrew Shoreditch and made the move to the first spot on 
the monopoly board…The Old Kent Road. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

1995….established 50 
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It was in the 90’s that Lewis Abbott moved away from the lower end of 
the market. 

 
This was due to the increase in popularty of the “Natural” look carpet. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

And our signature “Country Classics” range was born. 
 

As a company the products started to change and we became 
associated with higher end material. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

In July 1996, shortly after Smith Culpeck merged with MCD London, 
Tony Orpwood came to us as Warehouse & Transport Manager. 

 
Tony was responsible for successfully updating our storage and 

transport systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

In 2005, Paul’s daughter Katie joined the firm bringng Lewis Abbott 
into it’s third generation.   

 
 

Starting on the road as a Sales Rep covering the South London area. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Then moving into the office as a director in 2012! 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
All of a sudden the marketing (and expense/entertainment) budget 

increased! And some of the news letters became a little more 
controversial.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exclamation marks started to appear everywhere and the corporate 
branding changed from blue and white to brown and cream!! 

 
Statements and invoices began to get e-mailed. 

The price list people got the sack and we decided to create these “in-
house.” 



 
 

 
 

We owe our success to the fabulous team here at Lewis Abbott. 
We wouldn’t be able to do it without them!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy 70th Anniversary Lewis Abbott.     
1945 - 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


